
East Coast Basin

Key facts

 

Where

A region of about 120,000 sq km extending for 600 km onshore and offshore along the east coast of the North Island from East Cape to
Marlborough in the South Island.

Geology

Complex geological history, influenced since the Early Miocene by the subduction margin between the Australia and Pacific plates which forms the
eastern boundary of the region. Up to 10 km of mid-Cretaceous to Quaternary basin fill.

Wells drilled

About 38 exploration wells since 1955, two of them offshore.

Discoveries

Onshore gas finds in northern Hawke’s Bay in 1998 at Kauhauroa-1 and in 1999 at Tuhara-1 continue to be appraised.

Prospects

Numerous oil and gas seeps present throughout the region. About 70% of wells drilled had shows, with significant shows in the two offshore wells.
More than 140 structural closures larger than 20 sq km have been mapped offshore in the Cenozoic sedimentary section.

Potential source rocks

Cretaceous rocks of mixed terrestrial/marine origin and Paleocene black shales.

Potential reservoir rocks

Sandstones of various ages and porosities averaging 10-15% including Miocene turbidite sandstone fans and shallow-marine Neogene limestones.
Both are proven reservoirs in the Wairoa area.

• Download East Coast Basin Exploration Potential [1.9 MB PDF]

• East Coast Basin Map

To view or print PDF files you will require PDF viewing software: Adobe Acrobat Reader.

http://www.crownminerals.govt.nz/cms/resolveUid/d82dcd0b6f2808575c14bdfcbc582130
http://www.crownminerals.govt.nz/cms/resolveUid/feb8eefe2e4c78fc8b39ddc63315c09e
http://www.crownminerals.govt.nz/cms/resolveUid/949118716d345f1da94bfb2839cb0574
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